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TOPIC/PROBLEM/QUESTION
In preparation for the CDIO conference of 2023, Eindhoven University of Technology (TU/e) initiated a working group to incorporate an international perspective in the University of the Future project of TU/e innovation Space, in which the university of 2050 is being explored and concretized. At the 2023 conference in Trondheim, the minds of the working group participants were activated through co-creative activities. This approach allowed us to learn from each other what (inter)national peers were already investigating and implementing related to the future of education, such as education innovation, governance models, financing models, inter-organizational collaboration, assessment methods, etc.
After the CDIO conference of 2023, this working group continued engaged through an online session connected to the CDIO International Working Meeting. In this meeting, the elements of the possible scenarios (e.g., co-learning, personal and modular learning, validation of learning; identified by converting the results of the working group session and other project related activities), were discussed in detail. These combined results facilitated the development of a detailed scenario for the university of 2050, which accounted for the international perspective. During the CDIO conference of 2024 in Tunis, this scenario was validated, engaging in a dialogue with participants over what further changes to the scenario should be made to further strengthen its fit to the international context. Moreover, a range of topics that deserve to be further investigated by the working group were highlighted. These topics are our proposed focus for the CDIO working group in 2025. The topics and corresponding discussion points that have been identified are depicted in Table 1. 
Table 1. Proposed topics and discussion points to be addressed by the working group
	Topic
	Description
	Discussion Points

	Integration of Research
	Academics do research and students can collaborate with academic staff to engage in research throughout the curriculum. How can we increase the integration of (interdisciplinary) research(ers) in the curriculum?
	· Collaborative research opportunities
· Curriculum enhancement
· Benefits for students and industry


	Learning in the Digital World:
	Even in a digital environment, we need to find a way to keep an eye on students’ emotions. Generative AI is an opportunity for learning, but we need to discuss the conditions and changes needed in our education to work with this. How can we truly enhance students' learning with the use of digital tools?
	· Emotional monitoring in digital learning
· Inclusivity and equality in a digital world; Role of policy and regulation, Accessibility, and the resource gap


	Responsibility of University education:
	We don’t want students to be clients in the university, however we want to be able to tailor their experience more. Who is responsible for the learning of students? When you look at the university as a community, a network instead of the preparation for industry, a preparation for impact for society: what does this mean for the relationship between students and the university?
	· University as a community and network
· University as a factory for industry
· The broader societal role of the university
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pre-conference work
An online preparatory meeting will be organized on May 2nd, 10:00 – 11:00 CET. During this meeting, a short recap of the University of the Future project will be shared. The outcomes of the working group, with particular focus on CDIO 2024, will be presented to provide context on the topics and discussion points. Sub-groups will be formed around these discussion points, which will further investigate the chosen area of interest before attending the conference. At the working group meeting in Melbourne the sub-groups will present their findings, which will act as a starting point for further dialogue with the whole working group.
Things to do or can be done during the physical conference
At the physical conference the sub-groups will present their findings, which will act as a starting point for further discussing the topics with the whole working group. Additionally, the future of the working group will be discussed. The working group was initiated by the team from TU/e innovation Space as part of their University of the Future project. This project will be finalized at the end of 2025. However, we would love to have a continuation of this working group at future CDIO conferences due to the high level of interest in our sessions in the past years and the valuable conversations and insights that were shared.
How will the finalization of the state of the art paper be organized?
After the working group session, a state-of-the-art paper will be written on the process, activities, and outcomes of the working group over the last three years (2022 – 2025). The organization of constructing this paper will be led by the team of TU/e, but the contributions of the working group members in these three years are highly appreciated. The aim is to have the paper finalized before August 31, 2025.
Other relevant information
-
